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ROANOKE CITY COUNCIL 

January 17, 2006 

2:OO p.m. 

The Council of the City of Roanoke met in regular session on Tuesday, 
January 17, 2005, at 2:OO p.m., the regular meeting hour, in the Roanoke City 
Council Chamber, Room 450, Noel C. Taylor Municipal Building, 21 5 Church 
Avenue, S.  W., City of Roanoke, with Mayor C. Nelson Harris presiding, pursuant to 
Chapter 2, Administration, Article II, City Council, Section 2-1 5, Rules of 
Procedure, Rule 1,  Reqular Meetinqs, Code of  the City of Roanoke (1979), as 
amended, and pursuant to Resolution No. 371 09-070505 adopted by the Council 
on Tuesday, July 5, 2005. 

PRESENT: Council Members Brian J. Wishneff, Alfred T. Dowe, Jr., Beverly T. 
Fitzpatrick, Jr., Brenda L. McDaniel and Mayor C. Nelson Harris ........................... 5. 

ABSENT: Council Members M. Rupert Cutler and Sherman P. Lea --------------- 2. 

The Mayor declared the existence of a quorum. 

.. 
OFFICERS PRESENT: Rolanda B. Russell, Assistant City Manager for 

Community Development; William M. Hackworth, City Attorney; Jesse A. Hall, 
Director of Finance; and Mary F. Parker, City Clerk. 

The invocation was delivered by Vice-Mayor Beverly T. Fitzpatrick, Jr. 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America was led 
by Mayor Harris. 

PRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: 

PROCLAMATIONS: The Mayor presented a proclamation to Dennis Robarge, 
President, Roanoke Dazzle, declaring January 22 - 28, 2006, as Dazzle Blue and 
Gold Week in the City of  Roanoke. 

ZONING: The Mayor announced that Council's public hearing on the petition 
to amend the previously approved si te plan at Patrick Henry High School in order 
to  permit construction of a high school sports stadium will be rescheduled until 
Monday, February 6, 2006, at 7:OO p.m. in the City Council Chamber. He advised 
that the public hearing is  being rescheduled because of concern regarding the 
adequacy of the content of the legal ads that were run to notify the public of  the 
hearing, and the hearing conducted by the City Planning Commission on 
December 21,2005. He stated that the February 6 hearing will be conducted as a 
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joint public hearing of the City Planning Commission and City Council; and further 
information on the proposals to amend and add to the conditions which apply to 
the development of the Patrick Henry campus and the construction and operation 
of a high school sports stadium thereon may be obtained from the Department of 
Planning Building and Economic Development. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
8 )  

The Mayor advised that all matters listed under the Consent Agenda were 
considered to be routine by the Members of Council and would be enacted by one 
motion in the form, or forms, listed on the Consent Agenda, and if discussion was 
desired, the item would be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered 
separately. He called specific attention to one request for Closed Session. 

PARKS AND RECREATION-COMMITTEES: A communication from the City 
Clerk advising of the resignation ofJames C. Hale as a member of the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board, was before Council. 

Vice-Mayor Fitzpatrick moved that the resignation be accepted and that the 
communication be received and filed. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Dowe and adopted by the following vote: 

(Council Members Cutler and Lea were absent.) 

OATHS OF OFFICE-ZON I NG-COM M IlTEES-CABLE TELEVISION-ARCH ITECTU RAL 
REVIEW BOARD- HOUSlNG/AUTHORITY- ROANOKE NEIGHBORHOOD PARTNERSHIP: 
The following reports of qualification were before Council: 

Joseph W. Lee, I l l ,  as a Commissioner of the Roanoke Redevelopment 
and Housing Authority, for a term ending August 31, 2008; 

William D. Poe as a member of the Board of Zoning Appeals, for a 
term ending December 31, 2008; 

James A. Schlueter as a member of the Architectural Review Board, for 
a term ending October 1, 2009; 
Diana B. Sheppard as a member of the Board of Zoning Appeals, for a 
term ending December 31, 2008; 

Carla L. Terry as a member of the Roanoke Valley Regional Cable 
Television Committee, for a term ending June 30, 2008; and 
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Martha C. Williams as a member of the Roanoke Neighborhood 
Advocates, for a term ending June 30, 2008. 

Vice-Mayor Fitzpatrick moved that the reports of qualification be received 
and filed. The motion was seconded by Council Member Dowe and adopted by the 
following vote: 

(Council Members Cutler and Lea were absent.) 

CITY COUNCIL: A communication from the City Manager requesting that 
Council convene in a Closed Meeting to discuss disposition of publicly-owned 
property, where discussion in open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining 
position or negotiating strategy of the public body, pursuant to Section 2.2-371 1 
(A)(3), Code of Virginia (1 950), as amended, was before the body. 

Vice-Mayor Fitzpatrick moved that Council convene in Closed Session as 
abovedescribed. The motion was seconded by Council Member Dowe and adopted 
by the following vote: 

(Council Members Cutler and Lea were absent.) 

REGULAR AGENDA 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: NONE. 

PETIT1 0 NS AN D CO M M U N I CAT1 0 N S : 

POLICE DEPARTMENT-BUDGET-COMMONWEALTH’S ATTORNEY-GRANTS: A 
communication from the Commonwealth’s Attorney advising that in May 2005, the 
Commonwealth’s Attorneys for Roanoke County and the City of Roanoke filed a 
joint application for a Virginia Domestic Violence Victim Fund Grant to be 
administered through the City of Roanoke; the grant would fund a prosecutor who 
would split his/her efforts between the two localities; the 18-month grant (with 
possible 18-month renewal period) would fully fund the position without 
contribution from either locality; as part of the grant application, the Roanoke 
County Administrator and the City Manager concurred in the application and the 
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anticipated administration thereof; and the joint application was accepted by the 
Department of Criminal Justice Services, which awarded a grant entirely for salary 
benefits to the Office of the Commonwealth’s Attorney for the 18-month period 
beginning July 1, 2005; the approved amount of  DCJS grant funding must be 
expended during the period ofJuly 1,2005 and December 31,2006; and no local 
match i s  associated with the grant. 

, The Commonwealth’s Attorney recommended that Council adopt a 
resolution accepting grant funding from the Department of  Criminal Justice 
Services, Grant No. 06-A4967DV06, to fully reimburse the salary and benefits for a 
Domestic Violence Prosecutor for the specified grant period and any extensions 
approved by the Department of Criminal Justice Services; authorize the City 
Manager to execute any forms required by the Department of  Criminal Justice 
Services in order to accept funds, to be approved as to form by the City Attorney; 
and adopt an ordinance establishing a revenue estimate in the amount of 
$99,446.00 and appropriating funds in the same amount to expenditure accounts 
in the Grant Fund to be established by the Director of  Finance. 

A communication from the City Manager concurring in the request of  the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney was also before Cou nci I. 

Vice- M ayo r F i t  z pat ric k offered the fo I lowi ng budget o rd i n ance : 

(#37282-01 1706) AN ORDINANCE to appropriate funding for the Domestic 
Violence Victim Fund Grant, amending and reordaining certain sections of  the 
2005-2006 Grant Fund Appropriations, and dispensing with the second reading by 
t i t l e  o f  this ordinance. 

(For full text of ordinance, see Ordinance Book No. 70, Page 127.) 

Vice-Mayor Fitzpatrick moved the adoption of  Ordinance No. 37282-01 1706. 
The motion was seconded by Council Member Dowe. 

Council Member Dowe advised that he serves on the Department of Criminal 
Justice Services Board without remuneration and inquired if he has a conflict of 
interest in voting on the abovereferenced ordinance. 

The City Attorney advised that there would be no conflict of  interest 
inasmuch as Mr. Dowe serves in an unpaid position and could therefore cast his 
vote on the budget ordinance. 

Ordinance No. 37282-01 1706 was adopted by the following vote: 
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(Council Members Cutler and Lea were absent.) 

Council Member Dowe offered the following resolution: 

(#37283-01 1 706) A RESOLUTION accepting the Virginia Domestic Violence 
Victim Fund Grant offer made to the City by the Virginia Department of  Criminal 
Justice Services and authorizing execution of  any required documentation on 
behalf of the' City. 

(For full tex t  of resolution, see Resolution Book No. 70, Page 128.) 

Council Member Dowe moved the adoption of  Resolution No. 37283- 
01 1706. The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Fitzpatrick and adopted by the 
following vote: 

(Council Members Cutler and Lea were absent.) 

BUDGET-CITY EMPLOYEES-PENSIONS: Clarence R. Martin, representing the 
Roanoke City Retirees Association, requested that City of Roanoke retirees be 
given an additional cost of  living raise in fiscal year 2007 and a supplement toward 
health insurance for retirees 65 years of  age and over. 

Without objection by Council, the Mayor advised that the request would be 
referred to fiscal year 2006-2007 budget study. 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS: 

CITY MANAGER: 

BRIEFINGS: NONE. 

ITEMS RECOMMENDED FOR ACTION: 

POLICE DEPARTMENT-BUDGET-GRANTS: The City Manager submitted a 
communication advising that the City of  Roanoke has received notification that an 
application for funds under the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (JJDP) 
Title II, One-Time System Improvement Grant program was reviewed and approved 
by the Virginia Department of  Criminal Justice Services (DCJS); funds will be used 
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to provide a consultant, equipment, and supplies for a volunteer work group that 
will be established under the Director of Social/Human Services, in order to  
address the disproportionate minority contact, i.e., over-repre.sentation of 
minority youth involved with the juvenile justice system in the City of Roanoke; the 
goal o f  the work group will be to compare data of  the City of Roanoke’s juvenile 
population against the representation of minority juveniles at each stage of the 
juvenile justice system; accessibility by minorities of intervention programs and 
the cultural competency of providers will be addressed; and action steps will be 
developed to  address minority overrepresentation. ,, 

It was further advised that the approved amount of JJDP One Time System 
Improvement Grant funding is  $25,000.00, with no local match; and funds must 
be expended or obligated during the award period between January 1 and 
December 31, 2006. 

The City Manager recommended that Council adopt a resolution accepting 
$25,000.00 in JJDP Title II One Time System improvement funding from the 
Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services, Grant No. 06-A5 1 12JJ04, for the 
City of  Roanoke’s Disproportionate Minority Contact in the Juvenile Justice System 
grant program; authorize the City Manager to execute the required grant 
acceptance, and any other documents required by the Department of Criminal 
Justice Services, to be approved as to form by the City Attorney; and adopt a 
budget ordinance establishing a revenue estimate in the amount of $25,000.00 
and appropriate funds in the same amount in accounts to  be established by the 
Director o f  Finance in the Grant Fund. 

Council Member Dowe offered the following budget ordinance: 

(#37284-11706) AN ORDINANCE to appropriate funding for the Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention Title II - One-Time System Improvement Grant, 
amending and reordaining certain sections of  the 2003-2006 Grant Fund 
Appropriations, and dispensing with the second reading by t i t le of  this ordinance. 

(For full text of  ordinance, see Ordinance Book No. 70, Page 129.) 

Council Member Dowe moved the adoption of  Ordinance No. 37284- 
01 1706. The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Fitzpatrick and adopted by the 
following vote: 

(Council Members Cutler and Lea were absent.) 

Vice-Mayor Fitzpatrick offered the following resolution: 



(#37285-01 1 706) A RESOLUTION authorizing acceptance ofJuvenile Justice 
and Delinquency Prevention Title 11-One-Time System Improvement Grant funds 
from the Virginia Department. of Criminal Justice Services on behalf of the City, 
authorizing execution of any and all necessary documents to comply with the 
terms and conditions of the grant and applicable laws, regulations, and 
requirements pertaining thereto. 

(For full t ex t  of resolution, see Resolution Book No. 70, Page 130.) 

Vice-Mayor Fitzpatrick moved the adoption of Resolution No. 37285- 
01 1706. The motion was seconded by Council Member Dowe and adopted by the 
following vote: 

(Council Members Cutler and Lea were absent.) 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES: 

BUDGET-SCHOOLS: A report of the Roanoke City School Board requesting 
' 

appropriation of the following funds, was before Council. 

$640,027.00 for the Title I Winter Program to provide remedial reading, 
language arts and mathematics instruction for students in targeted 
schools, to be 100 per cent reimbursed by Federal funds. 

0 $ 1  5,000.00 for the FY2005-06 Chess Program to pay for chess materials 
and tournament participation costs through a private donation. 

$5,000.00 for the 2005-06 CED Expanded Testing Program to provide 
additional instructors and supplies for CED preparation classes and for 
administration of the CED examination, to be funded with State grant 
monies. 

A report of the Director of Finance recommending that Council concur in the 
request, was also before the body. 

Council Member Dowe offered the following ordinance: 

(#37286-01 1706) AN ORDINANCE to appropriate funding for the Title I 
Winter Program, FY06 Chess Program, and FY06 CED Expanded Testing Program, 
amending and reordaining certain sections of the 2005-2006 School Fund 
Appropriations and dispensing with the second reading by t i t le  of this ordinance. 

(For full text of ordinance, see Ordinance Book No. 70, Page 131  .) 



2 3  
Council Member Dowe moved the adoption of  Ordinance No. 37286- 

01 1706. The motion was seconded by Council Member McDaniel and adopted by 
the following vote: 

UNFl NlSH ED BUSlN ESS: NONE. 

INTRODUCTION AND CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS: 
NONE. 

MOTIONS AND MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS: 

INQUIRIES AND/OR COMMENTS BY THE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF COUNCIL: 
NONE. 

HEARING OF CITIZENS UPON PUBLIC MATTERS: The Mayor advised that 
Council sets  this time as a priority for citizens to  be heard and matters requiring 
referral to the City Manager will be referred immediately for response, 
recommendation or report to  Council. 

ACTS OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT-CITY SHERIFF: Ms. Helen E. Davis, 3 5  Patton 
Avenue, N. E., advised that two years ago, when there was a vacant seat on City 
Council to fill the unexpired term of C. Nelson Harris, there was widespread 
speculation among Roanoke's citizens that the person who received the next 
highest number of  votes in the 2002 Councilmanic election w,ould be appointed by 
the Council to fill the unexpired term; however, another individual was appointed. 
She stated that had the person who received the next highest number of  votes 
been selected by the Council, Council would have done the right thing by reaching 
across political party lines. She stressed the importance of people of all races 
reaching across political party lines, congratulating each other on a job  well done, 
and working together with integrity. 

Ms. Davis commended Octavia L. Johnson, Sheriff, on her swearing in 
ceremony which was attended by persons from all races and political persuasions. 

COMPLAINTS-CITY EMPLOYEES: Mr. Robert E. Gravely, 727 29th Street, 
N. W., spoke with regard to real estate assessments, a reduction in the City's tax 
rate, better paying jobs for young people, racism, nepotism within the City's work 
force, inadequacies in the pay scale for City employees, and the need for increased 
activity in downtown Roanoke in order to attract more people to the area. 
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CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: 

BRIDGES: The Assistant City Manager for Community Development advised 
that the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Bridge Committee will select an artist 
to  construct the King statue during the latter part of February 2006.  

CITY EMPLOYEES: The Assistant City Manager for Community Development 
advised that on Thursday, January 1 2 ,  2006,  the City of Roanoke hosted the 
Service Awards Luncheon for long time City employees and over 188 employees 
were honored for 10, 15,  20 ,  25 ,  30 ,  35  and 40 years of service. 

At  2:40 p.m., the Mayor declared the Council meeting in recess for one 
Closed Session. 

At  3:lO p.m., the Council meeting reconvened in the City Council Chamber, 
with all Members of the Council in attendance, except Council Members Cutler and 
Lea, Mayor Harris presiding. 

COUNCIL: With respect to the Closed Meeting just concluded, Council 
Member Wishneff moved that each Member of City Council certify to the best of 
his or her knowledge that: (1) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; 
and (2) only such public business matters as were identified in any motion by 
which any Closed Meeting was convened were heard, discussed or considered by 
City Council. The motion was seconded by Council Member Dowe and adopted by 
the following vote: 

" 

(Council Members Cutler and Lea were absent.) 

At 3:12 p.m., the Mayor declared the Council meeting in recess to  be 
reconvened at 7:OO p.m., in the City Council Chamber, Room 450, Noel C. Taylor 
Municipal Building, 21 5 Church Avenue, S .  W., City of  Roanoke, Virginia. 

At 7:OO p.m., on Tuesday, January 17, 2006, the Council meeting 
reconvened in the City Council Chamber, Room 450, Noel C. Taylor Municipal 
Building, 21 5 Church Avenue, S.  W., City of  Roanoke, Virginia, with Mayor 
C. Nelson Harris presiding. 

ABSENT: Council Members M. Rupert Cutler, Alfred T. Dowe, Jr., Beverly T. 
Fitzpatrick, Jr., Sherman P. Lea, Brenda L. McDaniel and Brian J. Wishneff------------- 6. 
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The Mayor advised that a quorum was not present. 

OFFICERS PRESENT: Rolanda B. Russell, Assistant City Manager for 
Community Development; William M. Hackworth, City Attorney; and Mary F. Parker, 
City Clerk. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
I 1  

ZONING: The Mayor announced that Council’s public hearing on the petition 
to amend the previously approved s i te  plan at  Patrick Henry High School in order 
to permit the construction of a high school sports stadium will be rescheduled 
until Monday, February 6, 2006, at  7:OO p.m., in the City Council Chamber. He 
stated that the public hearing will be rescheduled because of concern regarding 
the adequacy of the content of the legal ads that were published to notify the 
public of  the Council’s public hearing and the hearing conducted by the City 
Planning Commission on December 21,  2005. He further advised that the 
February 6 public hearing will be conducted as a joint public hearing by the City 
Planning Commission and the City Council; and information on the proposal to 
amend and add to the conditions which apply to the development of the Patrick 
Henry campus and the construction and operation of a high school sports stadium 
thereon may be obtained from the Department of Planning Building and 
Economic Development, Room 166, Noel C. Taylor Municipal Building, 21 5 
Church Avenue, S. W. 

HEARING OF CITIZENS UPON PUBLIC MATTERS: The Mayor advised that 
Council sets this time as a priority for citizens to be heard and matters requiring 
referral to the City Manager will be referred immediately for response, 
recommendation or report to  Council. 

There were no citizens in attendance who wished to  speak. 

Due to the lack of  a quorum, the Mayor declared the meeting adjourned at 
7:05 p.m. 

A P P R O V E D  

ATTEST: 

Mary F. Parker 
City Clerk 

C. Nelson Harris 
Mayor 


